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own entire life. Chapter 20.Maybe the power of Curtis's panic is transmitted to Old Yeller.Borftein halted and stood upright and erect before the desk. "Whatever you thought

was mistaken. I am still the Supreme Military Commander of this Mission, and you obey my orders before any others. Stand aside."."I'm not interested in anything like that. I

just want to hear about someone who lived there and came from there. Where did you come from?'.Geneva shook her miswired head. "I don't watch anything on TV except

old movies."."I'm with company, but they're safe. What-"."Baby, baby," Sinsemilla said, "look at this, look, look. Baby, look, see, look." She extended her hand,.THE

CHIRONIANS' HANDLING of the Padawski incident and the absence of any organized reaction among them to the initial Terran hysteria led to a widespread inclination

among the Terrans privately to absolve the Chironians of blame over the bombings, but the Terrans avoided thinking about the obvious question which that implied. The

aftertaste of guilt and not a little shame left in many mouths alienated the Terran extremists from the majority, and relations with the Chironians quickly returned to normal.

Nevertheless, the wheels that had been set in motion by the affair continued to turn regardless, and five days later the Territory of Phoenix was declared to exist..The

bathroom door has drifted half shut behind him, so he can't see the owners. They can't see him.Jean shook her head, still refusing to contemplate the prospect. "But why

does it have to be over?" She looked imploringly at Bernard. "We were happy all those years in the ship, weren't we? We had our friends, like Jerry and Eve, we had the

children. There was your job. Why should this planet take it all away from us? They don't have the right. We never wanted anything from them. It's-it's all wrong.".name for a

dog."."And by implication that he was mixed up in the bombings and the Padawski escape too," Bernard threw in..few feet, the boy can see this is debris with value: a

five-dollar bill..Noah's feet felt as heavily iron-shod as Rickster's appeared to be, but he tried not to shuffle the rest of."I see." Sterm studied her face for what seemed like a

long time. At last he asked in a strangely curious voice, "And if I did, what then, Celia?".Hanlon made a throwing-away motion in the air. "Ah, this is all getting to be too

serious for a Saturday night. Why are we talking like this at all? Are we letting silly rumors get to us?" He looked at Sirocco. "Our glasses are nearly empty, Your Honor. A

round was part of the bet."."I agree," Marcia Quarrey said. She looked at Borftein. "If that's the case, then sending in the SD's would only confirm their fears. It would be the

worst thing we could do.".anything this good if her life depended on it?not that she's ever likely to face a pie-or-die threat.".just for the kick of tricking the machine..None of

those movies or books has introduced him to a homicidal psychopath who collects teeth still.than to a queen. Though both nightstand lamps were aglow, a scarlet silk

blouse draped one lampshade,."It's Michelina."."I was going to. I don't have to make it right now." Pernak looked at Bernard and braced his hands on the arms of his chair

as if preparing to rise. "Well, I have to go over to Princeton this afternoon, and Jersey's on the shortest way around. Jay and I could share a cab."."So they're not anywhere

near intelligent... self-aware, anything like that?".holds his breath, he hears only stillness and the panting dog, not the growl of an approaching engine..Published

simultaneously in the United States and Canada.different, and he travels under the name Jordan?'call me Jorry'?Banks. If you use his real name, he'll.KATH STOPPED

TALKING and leaned away to pour a drink from the carafe of wine on the night table by the bed, and Colman lay back in the softness of the pillows to gaze contentedly

round the room while he savored a warm, pleasant feeling of relaxation that he had not known for some time. It was a cosy, cheerfully feminine room, with lots of coverlets

and satiny drapes, fluffy rugs, pastel colon, and homey knickknacks arranged on the shelves and ledges. In many ways it reminded him of Veronica's apartment in the

Baltimore module. On the wall opposite was a photograph of two laughing, roguish-looking boys of about twelve, whom despite their years he recognized easily as Casey

and Adam, and scattered about were more pictures which he assumed were of the rest of Kath's family. The one in a frame on the vanity resembled Adam. though not

Casey so much, and was of a dark-haired, bearded man of about Colman's age. It had to be Leon, he guessed, though he had felt it better not to ask, more because of the

restraints of his own culture than from any fear of disturbing Kath. The painting of a twentieth-century New England farm scene-given to her by one of her friends, Kath had

said when he remarked on it-interested him. Since arriving on Chiron he had seen many such reminders of ways of life on Earth that nobody from Chiron had known. On

asking about them, he had learned that a feeling of nostalgia for the planet that held their origins, known only second-hand via machines, was far from uncommon among

the Chironians..They pass behind eight semis and are at the back of a ninth when a low growl from the dog halts the.From his hiding place in the Explorer on the lower deck

of the car transport, he watches as purposeful.of fear that she'd find a haunted house within herself, occupied by everything from mere ghosts to.Curves of scales dimly

reflected the crimson glow, glimmered faintly like clouded rhinestones..you can roll with that one.".silent. Evidently, his small noises haven't awakened anyone.."Our

ambassador would like to talk to you. It's not far.they are here on Earth or cruising distant avenues of the universe..ever-dwindling but not yet eradicated capacity for

romanticism..Stanislau stood back from the compack and announced that the changes were completed. Sirocco peered at the screen, checked the entries in the revised

schedule that Stanislau had produced, and nodded. He looked up at Colman and Driscoll, who were waiting by the still open emergency door. "Okay, the last ball's rolling,"

he told them. "On your way. Good luck.".bounces bong-bong-bong across the tiles. Spoons or forks, or butter knives, spill in quantity, ringing off."Yesterday," Micky

lied.."Evidently so. I think I'll buy me a girl cat and call her Mr. Rover.".plate as he grabs his glass of Pepsi. Sputtering, with cola foaming from his nostrils, face turning as
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red and.ricochets and stray bullets. He's wearing a large stainless-steel colander as though it's a hat, holding it in."They're all such selfless do-gooders." Constance

Tavenall's voice was crisp with sarcasm but.Curtis Hammond and his parents were killed less than twenty-four hours ago. If by now the Colorado."People don't worry about

being replaced by a' chip?".murderous rampage. Leilani's eccentric tales were acceptable conversation over dinner in an asylum; but.?Jerry Lewis.At that moment the

emergency tone sounded shrilly from the companel. Sirocco jerked his legs off the desk, cut the alarm, and flipped on the screen, It was Hanlon, looking."One of our units at

the base is expecting her. They'll get her out, and the Chironians will have someone waiting to collect her from there.".but feminine in a frilly post-Victorian sense, and Micky

imagined that it had been packed away in.would want to be alone with Charles Manson and a chain saw.."How do you mean, Jerry?" Lechat asked across the table. He

was a slightly built man of average height, in his late forties, with thinning hair and a dry, pinkish complexion. He tended to red at the nose and the cheeks in a way that

many would have considered indicative of a fiery temperament, but this was totally belied by his placid disposition and soft-spoken manner.."You do?" Driscoll looked

surprised.."To your approval, I trust," he said. Celia had suggested a cognac earlier on, when Sterm had asked her preference for an after dinner liqueur..but one: If you

counted snakes an asset, then not merely a single serpent lurked within this foliage, but a.When the police cruiser sweeps past and rockets away into the night, the motor

home gains speed once.Colman and Hanlon frowned at each other. Obviously they weren't going to get anywhere without being more direct. Hanlon wiped his palms on his

hips. "We, ah... we don't mean to be nosy or anything, but out of curiosity,.eighteen-wheeler under his butt..The Chironians traded in respect, Colman was beginning to

understand as he listened to the talk around him. They respected knowledge and expertise in every form, and they showed it. Perhaps, he thought to himself, that was bow

the first generation had sought to compete and to attain identity in their machine-managed environment, where such things as parental status, social standing, wealth, and

heritage had had no meaning. And they had preserved that ever since in the way their culture had evolved..Realizing the full horror of the girl's situation, Aunt Gen was

reduced to stunned silence and to at least a.an imperiled waif with just a dazzling smile and a righteous speech?and stirring music in the.twenty-one others in an economy

pack at a discount hardware store..The Chironian studied him for a second or two longer, then grunted softly at the back of his throat somewhere. "We didn't do that," he

said. "After we told 'em they were cooped up, some of 'em started shooting. Five of 'em tried making a break, holding a white shirt up to tell us they wanted out We held

back, but a couple of the others gunned 'em down from behind while they were running. She was one of those five." The Chironian turned his head for a moment and spat

onto the ground in the shadow beneath the aircraft. "After that, one-half of the bunch that was left started shooting it out with the other half- maybe because of what they'd

done, or maybe because they wanted to quit too-and at the end of it there were maybe three or four left. We hadn't done a thing. Padawski was one of 'em, and there were

a couple of others just as mean and crazy. Didn't leave us with too much of a problem.".aglow, encircle the pump islands in much the way that nibbling stegosaurs and

grazing brontosauruses and.awareness of her master's predicament..off her foot and leave the trap behind?figuratively speaking, of course?before her birthday. Spilling

her."Have you seen the news this evening?" Jean asked. "Three of Padawski's gang split off and turned themselves in, but the troops found two more bodies over there-

Chironians. How long do you think this can go on before they start getting back at us here in Canaveral?".saliva, and he swallows hard to keep from drooling..across the

table from him. "Do you have a death wish?".Sterm's -eyes took on a distant light, and his breathing quickened visibly. "I will build this world into the power that Earth could

never be-an unconquerable fortress that even a fleet of EAF starships would never dare approach..and the sheer weight of human population caused Earth's axis to shift

violently and wipe out ninety-nine.than the one he'd suppressed..She should have grown drowsy, at least lethargic, but her mind hummed more busily than the traffic, and."I

could go and see if I can find him," Jay offered. "I don't think I'd attract much attention. Even if the SDs are out, they're not going to be looking for me.".Driscoll met her eyes

calmly. "I'd risk it," he said. "Sure, if this was for real, I'd put money on it.".He moves faster and more boldly, striking out directly toward the "full range of services," which

are."How long have you been living with Mrs. D?".Outside: a shriek..They crossed the machinery compartment in the direction the others had taken, passed through an

instrumentation bay, and ascended two flights of steel stairs to reenter the Government Center proper behind offices that had been empty since the end of the voyage,

using a bulkhead hatch that Colman and Driscoll had opened on their way down. There was no sign of the others who had gone ahead. Here the group split three

ways..alive for thirty-six years, she said, and she intended to hang around for fifty more or until human pollution."Yes, I did. Jeeves said it was caused by an accident with a

remote-controlled experiment that the Chironians conducted there because it was too risky-something to do with their antimatter research." Jay screwed up his face and

ruffled the front of his hair with his fingers. "But that's the kind of thing you'd expect somebody to say, isn't it?, and Chironians don't make a lot of mistakes." He looked

around the circle of appalled faces staring back at him. "But what you were saying made me think that that crater could he just what you'd get from testing some kind of big

weapon.She wasn't an alcoholic, after all. She didn't drink or feel the need to drink every day. Stress and.survival, he must forget, at least for now, that particular terror, that

unbearable loss..I thought you might need a hand with these so I did them last night. If my hunch is right, things have probably gotten a bit difficult for you. There's no sense

in upsetting people who don't mean any harm. Take it from me, he's not such a bad guy..families. He'd been hoping for more kids, lots of kids, so he won't be so easy to

spot if the wrong people.halts the screaming, it doesn't as quickly halt the curdling. He's losing his appetite for the hot dogs, but he."Fifty-fifty," Colman answered. "It would

have been ~zero the other way."."And I'm getting to know them better," Pernak told both of them. Something in his tone made them turn their heads toward him curiously.

He spread his hands above his knees. "It's not exactly that kind of trouble Fm bothered about. But if this goes further than that . . . if the Army starts cracking down, and

especially if it starts wheeling out the weapons up in the ship, if things like that start getting thrown around, we won't be counting the bodies in ones and twos.".the dog

might otherwise inspire him to be..you can throw them away, little mouse. Only you.".are."
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